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Bicalutamide (Casodex) 
 
 
Drug Type: 
Bicalutamide is a hormone therapy.  It is classified as an "anti-androgen." Often 
given in combination with "LHRH agonist," another type of hormone therapy.  
What Casodex Is Used For: 
• Casodex therapy is for men with advanced prostate cancer when there is 

evidence of metastases (cancer spread) to other areas of the body. 
Casodex Side Effects: 
Important things to remember about Casodex side effects: 
• Most people do not experience all of the Casodex side effects listed. 
• Casodex side effects are almost always reversible and will go away after 

treatment is complete. 
• There are options to help minimize or prevent Casodex side effects. 
• There is no relationship between the presence or severity of Casodex side 

effects and the effectiveness of Casodex. 
The following Casodex side effects are common (occurring in greater than 30%) 
for patients taking Casodex (with LHRH agonist): 
• Hot flashes 
• Swelling of the breasts (gynecomastia) 
• Breast pain 
• Loss of libido (interest in sex) 
• Impotence (inability to obtain or sustain an erection) 
These are less common (occurring in 10-29%) Casodex side effects for patients 
taking Casodex (with LHRH agonist): 
• Constipation 
• Diarrhea 
• Nausea 
• Increases in blood tests measuring liver function.  These return to normal once 

treatment is discontinued.  
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• Fertility, meaning your ability to father a child, may be affected by Casodex.  
Please discuss this issue with your health care professional. 

Not all Casodex side effects are listed above, some that are rare (occurring in less 
than 10% of patients) are not listed here.  You may inform your health care 
provider if you experience any unusual symptoms. 
When To Contact Your Doctor or Health Care Provider:   
Call or go to the emergency department if you experience any of the following 
symptoms:  
• Chest pain 
• Difficulty breathing  
• Urinary retention or inability to urinate (for 8-12 hours). 
• The following symptoms require medical attention, but are not an emergency.  

Contact your health care provider within 24 hours of noticing any of the 
following: 

• Nausea (interferes with ability to eat and unrelieved with prescribed medication). 
• Vomiting (vomiting more than 4-5 times in a 24 hour period). 
• Diarrhea (4-6 episodes in a 24-hour period). 
You may inform your health care provider if you experience any unusual 
symptoms. 


