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CARBOPLATIN	   
Carboplatin	  is a chemotherapy that is given as a treatment for some types of cancer. It causes damage to DNA, 
Which normal cells repair more efficiently than cancer cells. This leads to greater damage to cancerous than normal 
cells.  
Some Possible	  Side	  Effects	  are as follows:  

• Temporary	  hair	  loss	  (not only from the scalp but possibly under arms, eyelashes and pubic hair). The loss is  
occasionally total but the hair does grow back when dug treatment is stopped  

• Decreased	  blood	  cells	  produced	  in	  the	  bone	  marrow,	  which can lead to:  
• 1. Decreased	  white	  cells,	  which	  could make you more vulnerable to infection. The white blood cell count  

(WBC) typically falls about 7 days following treatment and begins to rise about 14-21 days following 
treatment. An infection while the blood cell count is low may be life threatening. Thus, you should measure	  
you	  temperature	  twice	  daily	  for	  7-21 days following chemotherapy and call	  the	  office	  if	  it	  rises	  above	  
100.5.	  Infection when the WBC is low sometimes requires hospitalization and is occasionally fatal. 2. Lower	  
number	  of	  red	  cells	  which can give you symptoms of shortness of breath, weakness and fatigue.  

This can be treated with transfusions or erythropoietin therapy is needed. 3. Lower	  platelet	  counts, which can result 
in easy bruising or bleeding for a longer time. The platelet counts usually fall about 7 day following chemotherapy and 
rise about 21 days following chemotherapy. Any bleeding that occurs when the platelet count is low may be life 
threatening. Thus any bleeding that occurs during this time should be reported to the office.  
Note:	  The extent to which the number of blood cells is reduced depends on the dose of chemotherapy received and which other 
chemotherapy drugs, if any, are given in combination. Your blood will be checked regularly to see how well your bone marrow is 
working.  

• Nausea	  and	  vomiting,	  which is usually mild to moderate and can usually be controlled with standard 
antiemetics (drugs that prevent nausea).  

• Nerve	  Damage	  resulting in numbness or pain and weakness that begins in the toes and can spread up the feet 
and legs. If treatment is continued in spite of this, the symptoms would continue to spread and involve the 
entire body. It is important that you tell Dr. Palchak or one of his nurses if you notice any of these symptoms. 
If your symptoms become significant, then treatment with this drug would probably be discontinued  

• Hearing	  damage,	  which	  usually begins with ringing in the ears, that progress to high frequency hearing loss 
and then to total loss of hearing. If you note ringing in your ears, tell Dr. Palchak or one of his nurses and a 
formal hearing test will be arranged to assess the risk of continuing with the treatment.  

• Allergic	  reactions	  are occasionally seen and may cause severe shortness of breath and even death 
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